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Biennial Convention Mountain Party Responds To Gov.
Announced For May Justice’s State of the State Message
The Mountain Party’s
biennial convention for
2022 is planned for May
in Morgantown.
Business being
addressed includes
candidate nominations
and amendments to our
bylaws and platform.
The public and the press
are invited to participate
in our planned
convention program.
Social distancing will be
observed and masks will
be required. Specific
times, venue, and other
details will be
announced in the next
issue of the Green
Mountain Newsletter. □

(CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA — January 12,
2022) The West Virginia Mountain Party rejects
Governor Jim Justice’s false claim “that the State
of our State has never been stronger.” The
contradictory message was delivered in writing
to the State Legislature due to the Governor
testing positive for COVID-19.
First addressing the matter of the ongoing
pandemic, Justice has painted the rollout of the
COVID-19 vaccine in West Virginia as a complete
success. This is despite his Do It For Babydog
sweepstakes being a costly failure unable to
effectively incentivize vaccination. To date, West
Virginia’s COVID-19 vaccination rate is in the
bottom third of all states, despite having the third
oldest population (by percent) in the union. As of
yesterday, only 55.5% of our fellow West
Virginians are fully vaccinated. In comparison this
falls below the national rate of 62.6% and the
rates of our international neighbors, such as
Canada at 77.8% and Cuba at 85.9%.

Justice’s Republican Party and the Democratic Party (which recruited,
nominated, and elected him to office in 2016) both remain loyal to the
pharmaceutical and for-profit insurance industries. The Mountain Party calls
for Single-Payer national health care (Improved Medicare For All), the only
solution that will make medical care universal, drastically reduce costs, and
save West Virginians and all Americans from financial ruin over a medical
emergency. Health care must be recognized as a human right, not a
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commodity.
Despite the Governor’s claim of a third year of increased pay for state
employees, it may actually fail to keep up with the real cost of living. He made
no mention of a living wage for workers. The West Virginia GOP pathetically
refuses to make even a modest adjustment for inflation for our state’s measly
minimum wage of $8.75. No one can adequately provide for oneself on the
minimum wage, without relying heavily on others for support.
Conveniently left out of Justice’s State of the State message was the
environment. Not a single mention of any issues ranging from the climate, to
the state’s increased flooding, to reclamation, and the untapped clean energy
potential of geothermal in West Virginia.
Despite praise for a new agreement with GreenPower Motor Company to
manufacture electric school buses in West Virginia, Justice has made no
commitment to electrify public school buses or any of our transportation
systems. Rather he is committed to assuring that West Virginia maintains its
punitive fee for electric and hybrid vehicles, which places West Virginia in last
place for EV tax incentives. Without much contrast, the Democrat’s own
Senator Joe Manchin recently doubled down on his opposition to EV tax
breaks, especially in the context of his eager defense of a non-union
transnational corporation.
Justice offered no plan to maintain the state’s population from declining in
the future. A modest attempt to retain our college educated residents in the
state (beyond high-wage union jobs) would be to make student loan interest
payments eligible for use as a state tax deduction. While President Joe Biden
could easily eliminate all student debt with the strike of his pen, there are
many avenues for the state to alleviate some pressure from the student debt
crisis.
Nearly a century of Democratic rule in West Virginia culminated in failure. The
Republicans have not done better, but rather have continued to sell out the
people of West Virginia to corporate exploitation. This is why West Virginia
needs a Mountain government to truly represent the working class of the
state. □

2022 Candidates & Legislative Agenda
The Mountain Party is excited to announce that Vice Chair Dylan Parsons is
leading our 2022 candidate slate by running for House of Delegates in District
7, which now runs through Marshall and Wetzel counties.
“Dylan would make an exceptional representative in the House of Delegates,”
said Denise Binion, Chair of the Mountain Party, “Not only is he committed to
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our party’s values - he cares about his future constituents, many of whom are
struggling to make ends meet.”
Also announcing his candidacy for public office is Dr. Darrin Cox for the
non-partisan race of Board of Education for Ohio County. Dr. Cox has stepped
down from the Mountain Party State Executive Committee to pursue this
great opportunity.

Nearly two years ago, the Mountain Party proposed common sense ballot
access legislation SB 733, aiming to allow the office of President in addition to
Governor to the list of races used to retain ballot access for a political party.
The bill had quad-partisan support, with sponsorship from Senators Trump
(R) and Ilhenfeld (D) in addition to the Libertarian Party’s endorsement. The
bill passed overwhelmingly in the Senate with 24 out of 34 Senators voting in
favor. However, the legislation failed to make it out of committee in the
House.
“While we don’t currently have a Green caucus in the legislature, the
Mountain Party and our members can play an active role as citizen lobbyists,”
said Robert Smith, who serves on the Mountain Party’s Legislative
Committee, “For us, ballot access is ground zero. We can’t achieve our other
goals if we as a party are outlawed out of existence.”
This year the Mountain Party is introducing similar legislation except with the
addition of allowing ballot access retention to take place via party registration
totals. The Libertarian Party has endorsed the legislation. At the time of this
publication, no bill number was yet assigned to the ballot access proposal.
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Primarily in opposition to bills backed by the GOP led supermajority, the
Mountain Party will take positions on other legislation for the remainder of
the legislative session. Announcements will be made on social media and our
website, along with publication in our next issue of Green Mountain News.
Comments and opinions on bills being introduced in the State Legislature
can be sent to the party by email: contact@mountainpartywv.net. □

Call For Candidates
The Mountain Party is recruiting qualified candidates to run for elected office
across West Virginia. Many seats are up for election in 2022. While much of
the conversation is largely placed on the State Legislature, we are paying
special attention to local races such as Board of Education and Conservation
District Supervisor. Winning local level races is the foundation for the
Mountain Party to achieve bigger wins in the future.
We are seeking candidates with the desire to run a successful campaign and
engage voters. Experience in public speaking, administration and planning,
along with a comprehensive understanding of financial reports and budgets,
is very highly recommended. Potential candidates must share the values
outlined in the Mountain Party platform of Democracy, Social Justice,
Environmental Justice, and Economic Justice.
We are especially interested in candidates who are members of
under-represented groups, as there is strength in diversity. It takes everyone
of us to advocate for better public policy and a brighter future.
Candidates who start early on their campaigns have a better chance of
success, making it essential that you get started right away. Filing deadlines
are fast approaching; candidates to be placed on the primary ballot must file
by January 29th.
Across the state, candidates will challenge establishment incumbents and
corporate opposition. The Mountain Party candidates we seek will stand with
the people in opposition to the expansion of corporate power and control.
They will reach out to voters of different backgrounds and forge together
coalitions aiming to improve the quality of life for everyone in their
community.
Mountain Party officeholders are actively working to protect our environment,
in opposition to toxic fracking and pipelines.
The Mountain Party has a powerful vision for a better West Virginia, but we
cannot realize that vision without you.
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We urge you to join us in this important effort and become a Mountain Party
candidate for office today. We need your skills, energy and passion for making
the world a cleaner, kinder and more sustainable place for all of us to work,
live and thrive.
All candidates are expected to understand the terms of official recognition,
which includes agreeing to and signing the Mountain Party’s candidate
pledge.
Interested potential candidates can contact the
contact@mountainpartywv.net and (304) 669-0247. □

Mountain Party at

Mountain Party Condemns Gov. Justice’s Dubious Praise of Nucor
(CHARLESTON, West Virginia — January 18, 2022) In a coordinated dump of
press releases by West Virginia Governor Jim Justice on the day of his State of
the State message, it was announced that non-union steel manufacturer
Nucor would be making a large “investment” into the state’s economy. The
Governor’s statement is (at best) misleading.
The state will be giving Nucor over $1.3 billion for relocation to West Virginia,
an outrageous expense to supposedly create several hundred well-paying
jobs. The actual number of jobs and the pay tossed around by Justice and
Nucor representatives are palpably exaggerated. Such obvious doubt is
reinforced by Nucor’s mischievous past.
Nucor has a long history of blatant pollution. In 2000, the largest
environmental settlement with a steel manufacturer involved Nucor agreeing
with the DOJ and EPA to pay $98 million for its polluting of air, water, and soil.
In 2016, Nucor had the audacity to try and stop the EPA from controlling
visible pollution from its steel mills in Arkansas.
Along with Nucor’s cavalier mishandling of the environment, the company
continues to have serious issues both internally and externally with racism.
The following is an excerpt published by Reuters:
“The nonprofit, As You Sow, collected and analyzed data from S&P 500
companies showing what it says is the environmental impact of
operations on communities of color… Nucor was among the worst
offenders… In 2018 the company paid $22.5 million to settle a racial
discrimination lawsuit that claimed Nucor subjected Black workers to
a hostile work environment, and it has also faced air and water quality
violations.”
Not only is Nucor bad for humanity and the environment, but the
manufacturer is a contributing catalyst in the race to the bottom by state
economies to pay a fortune for a trickling of jobs, even if it means local
communities are destroyed. These subsidized jobs are completely void from
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workers having any collective ownership, financial profit, or a real say in
working conditions, let alone having a union.
The best Nucor has to offer is its practice of recycling steel. While recycling
metals is always a benefit for the environment, it needs to be done using the
most sustainable practices and the cleanest technology. Even recycled steel is
detrimental to the environment if it’s produced using dirty power sources and
there remains pollution.
West Virginia has untapped potential in fields such as commercial hemp, in
addition to industries in clean energy, green manufacturing, and regenerative
agriculture.
Public dollars would be better invested in democratized enterprises in which
workers have direct control over their workplaces, as outlined in the Mountain
Party’s eco-socialist platform. □

Mountain Party Condemns Bipartisan Anti-Abortion Resolution
(CHARLESTON, West Virginia — January 22, 2022) The West Virginia Mountain
Party condemns the anti-abortion resolution introduced in the State Senate
by Democratic Minority Leader Stephen Baldwin and Republican Senators
Patricia Rucker and Randy Smith.
Senate Resolution 12 is a resolution being pushed by the Virginia-based
anti-choice organization Day of Tears. It aims to designate January 22 as a day
of mourning; on this day in 1973, the Supreme Court ruled in Roe v. Wade that
abortion is a constitutional right. Day of Tears resolutions have been passed in
Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana, and Mississippi and similar resolutions will be
introduced in a half-dozen more states this year. This resolution proposes that
flags be flown at half-staff to honor what it falsely claims to be the “over 62
million unborn children [who] have perished” due to abortion.
This resolution is a slap in the face to the women, transgender men, and
others whose reproductive freedoms were guaranteed in Roe v. Wade. While
anti-abortion legislation is to be expected from religious extremists in the
Republican Party, the West Virginia Democratic Party is no stranger to the
crusade against reproductive freedom, even among its so-called progressive
wing; it is therefore unsurprising that Minority Leader Stephen Baldwin is a
co-sponsor of this resolution.
The Mountain Party, by contrast, has always been on the side of reproductive
freedom. The Mountain Party calls for reproductive health care to be
guaranteed under a universal healthcare system and for the expansion of the
number of clinics in West Virginia who offer abortion care, and stands in
solidarity with all those whose reproductive rights are threatened at the state
and national level. □
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Welcoming & Remembering Our Members
2021 was a year that contained both cheerful beginnings and sorrowful
endings amongst our membership. Some notable additions to the party
include Dr. Darrin Cox and Sue Thorn, both from Ohio County. Dr. Cox served
as a regional member to the Mountain Party State Executive Committee
(SEC) but has now stepped down to seek the non-partisan elected office of
Board of Education. Thorn served as SEC secretary for the remainder of 2021
and looks forward to taking on a new organizing role for the Mountain Party
in the Northern Panhandle.
While the party welcomed new faces, there were also some unforgettable
and irreplaceable losses. Social justice activist, labor organizer, and SEC
member J. Steve Hamilton of Harrison County unexpectedly passed away due
to a heart attack on June 15, 2021. Long-standing environmental justice
activist, Delegate to the Green National Committee (GNC), and Vice Chair of
the Mountain Party Frank Young of Jackson County passed away suddenly on
December 2, 2021.

By unanimous decision of the Mountain Party SEC, Dylan Parsons of Wetzel
County was made Vice Chair in December to complete the remainder of
Frank Young’s term and Chris Wolford of Harrison County was promoted to
GNC Delegate, serving on the decision making body of the Green Party of the
United States.
The Mountain Party SEC also welcomes organizer Brendan Muckian-Bates as
its newest member representing the 2nd State Senate District. □
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Opinion: A New Kind of New Year’s Resolution
By: Dr. Darrin Cox of Wheeling, WV
As we all know, the New Year is a time of making resolutions to change for the
better. A news article from November of last year has been circulating again
recently that states West Virginians are the most overweight Americans who
also watch the most television. Time to cue up a self-improvement montage
of dieting and exercise, right? Not so fast. I’d like to suggest a different
direction for improvement through a New Year’s resolution: political
involvement.
The philosopher Plato once said, “The price of apathy towards public affairs is
to be ruled by evil men.”
If you are like most voters, there is good reason to be apathetic towards the
modern political machine here in WV. While some lack information about the
issues, others who choose not to participate do so in large numbers because
they either dislike the current crop of candidates or find the system itself to
be corrupt. Just like shedding those pounds that make your middle look
pudgy, you have to put down the remote and do something if you want
change. This is where the Mountain Party can come to your aid in regaining a
healthy, properly functioning political system. For more on how, check out our
party platform for yourself.
More specifically, I’m asking you to take an active role in the Mountain Party’s
continued development. This isn’t an argument for the need and viability of
the Mountain Party in WV. That has amply been covered elsewhere. What I’m
asking you to do is to take back your government, with your own two hands,
from those who would seek to profit from your suffering. If you don’t like how
corrupt the system is, help us change it. If there are issues you want to see
addressed, but are being ignored or underrepresented, step up and represent
them. If you don’t like the candidates on the ballot, the Mountain Party can
help you put your name on the ballot. Don’t like the limelight? Then donate
some of your TV time to helping ensure that your fellow workers are elected,
instead of the same corporate shills who continually drain the vitality of WV
and its people.
That there is apathy towards WV’s political system is in little doubt. According
to the WV Secretary of State’s data, the only time in the past 12 years that
voter participation crested 60% was in 2020, most likely due to Trump’s
divisiveness. Removing that anomaly, on average only 50% of West Virginians
participate in general elections. Primary election numbers are even worse,
averaging less than 33% of registered voter participation.
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While I won’t go so far as to call our “rulers” evil, at the very least we can call
many of them self-serving and disinterested in the plight of normal,
hardworking West Virginians like you. The poverty rate in WV has always been
too high, averaging an unbelievable 18% of the population. Moreover, poverty
rates are 3.7% higher in WV than in the rest of the country, ranking us at the
6th highest rate in the United States. The situation is even more dire for
women and West Virginians of color. Keep in mind that these numbers were
calculated before Covid killed over 5,000 of us, wreaked havoc on our
economy, and endangered our children’s education.
On the other side of that coin, West Virginia’s major politicians are fattening
themselves at the trough. Senators Shelley Moore Capito and Joe Manchin
are worth over $2.5 million and $8.6 million or more respectively, up
considerable amounts from previous years. Our House of Representatives are
faring even better. David McKinley’s net worth is up to $10.4 million (a $6
million increase from 2019). Alex Mooney has $14.7 million, and Carol Miller has
a whopping $75 million. But all of these pale in comparison to Jim Justice,
Forbe’s magazine’s “Deadbeat Billionaire,” who made their billionaire’s list by
selling off WV coal mines to Russians while notoriously dodging his taxes.
To be fair, Justice has recently fallen from his financial peak due to the
downturn of coal in the global economy, and it is no crime to be rich while
holding public office. However, the fabulously wealthy are so out of touch with
the reality that you and I live in that it makes it nearly impossible to do their
job well. For instance, the provisions of the Build Back Better plan were widely
supported by West Virginians, regardless of political party. The report that Joe
Manchin voted against it because he felt poor people would just spend that
money on drugs and take paid sick leave to go hunting, demonstrates how
little our elected officials understand the trials of regular folk. Nearly 1/5th of
Manchin’s constituency suffer from extreme impoverishment, the po (so poor
they can’t afford the last two letters), and this doesn’t even count those that
are simply living paycheck to paycheck beneath the median income.
The Republican and Democratic parties don’t understand life in West Virginia
anymore, if they ever did. There is a long track record of both Republicans and
Democrats ignoring and even profiting off of the suffering of regular,
hardworking West Virginians, passing laws to extract wealth for outsiders.
Neither of them will do anything to change a system that has enriched and
entrenched them for decades. They have no incentive to change it because it
benefits them too much.
When Democrats lead, they give massive gifts to insurance companies when
what we want is affordable health care. When Republicans lead, they give
massive tax breaks to multibillion-dollar corporations that are already
swimming in historic profit levels. This is not capitalism. It is neoliberalism and
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it is the largest transfer of wealth to the already wealthy that we have ever
seen.
The rich get richer and the poor get poorer, but that doesn’t have to be the
way it stays. The two party system is broken. Resolve to help the Mountain
Party, a ballot qualified party in WV and affiliate with the national Green Party,
take our country back. Be the change you want to see. I implore you: join the
Mountain Party and resolve to make a difference in West Virginia. “We want a
fair economy in West Virginia that truly protects life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness. NOT a crooked economy built on environmental destruction,
exploitation of the poor, and unchecked corporate welfare.” To make that
happen, we need your help. Visit us at https://mountainpartywv.net/ to learn
more. □

MLK Quotes
“Call it democracy, or call it democratic socialism, but there must be a better
distribution of wealth within this country for all God’s children.”
– Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, Speech to the Negro American Labor Council, 1961

“We must see now that the evils of racism, economic exploitation and
militarism are all tied together. And you can’t get rid of one without getting
rid of the other…. The whole structure of American life must be changed.”
– Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, Report to SCLC Staff May 1967

Your Donations Make All This Possible
Our ability to reach West Virginians with progressive ideas, to keep us on the
ballot in future elections, and to fund the critical work of building our
movement relies entirely on the grassroots donations of people like you.
We will put your money to work expanding our organizing efforts and
infrastructure. It also allows us to better support our candidates and enable us
the option to hire part time staff.
Help us build West Virginia’s party for working people, the Mountain Party.
DONATE

Phone: (304) 669-0247

Email: contact@mountainpartywv.net

Facebook / Instagram / Twitter: @mountainpartywv
TikTok: @mountainparty
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